
january iss
ue

Semester in 
Review

Alternative 
Spring Break

THE CIRCULAR
Circle K at the University of Michigan

January 2014

service comes full circle

DMUM
upcoming
service projects

CONTACT INFO
president: Josh Kurtz
joskurtz@umich.edu

external vice president: Alex Novo 
ajnovo@umich.edu

internal vice president: Matt Johnson 
mryanj@umich.edu

secretary: Alex Bodner
arbodner@umich.edu
treasurer: Ashley Austin
austinas@umich.edu

bulletin editor: Katie McGowan
kaitmcgo@umich.edu

The mission of the University of Michigan Circle K is to develop leaders with a lifelong commitment to service.
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Alternative Spring Break 

Mission: 

Site: Lakeland, Florida; Habitat for Humanity   
Site Leaders: Taylor Sullivan & Nicole Potchen   

About the Trip:   
This Spring Break, a group of 14 Circle K members will be traveling to Lake-
land, FL to work with the local chapter of Habitat for Humanity. Our group will 
spend four days working on building homes to be sold to families in need for 
an affordable price. Habitat for Humanity believes that every man, woman and 
child should have a decent, safe and affordable place to live. This organiza-
tion builds and repairs houses all over the world using volunteer labor and 
donations. The partner families purchase these houses through no-profit, 
no-interest mortgage loans or innovative financing methods. 

The ASB group has been working hard to fundraise for the trip. Our goal is to 
raise $3,000 by the end of February. Despite the cold weather, we have been 
bucketing, holding fundraisers, bake sales and getting creative with different 
ways to raise the money. Some of our recent and upcoming events include 
bake sales, dirt cup sales, a Pizza House fundraiser, Valentine’s gram sales, a 
spaghetti dinner and a euchre tournament. We’ve been extremely grateful to 
our family and friends who have supported our cause through donations and 
encouragement. 

Alternative Spring Break is much more than just a trip. We spend the weeks 
leading up to the trip getting to know each other better through our weekly 
meetings and numerous fundraising activities. Everyone has put in so much 
work for the trip and we’ve been able to bond tremendously already. Our 
common cause unites us, making it a group of very special people. We are 
very excited for every part of the trip; the 17 hour car ride, working on the 
build, daily reflections and learning more about how to be leaders in our 
every day lives.

~Nicole Potchen
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Alternative Spring Break 
Site: Buffalo, New York; Westside Ministries   

Mission: 

Site Leaders: Taylor Sullivan & Nicole Potchen   Site Leaders: Lina Lu & Alex Theuer   

 In addition to the Circle K Habitat for Humanity ASB trip, Circle K 
has another trip sponsored by the Ginsberg Center going to 

Buffalo, New York. Another 14 Circle K members will be traveling  
over Spring Break to help in the process of building affordable 

housing for the urban poor in that area. They will also be working 
with the community, potentially with children through after school 
programs. Wish this team luck as they go on their journey to help 

the community!
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Dance Marathon at the 
University of Michigan 

Site Leaders: Lina Lu & Alex Theuer   This Dance Marathon at the University of Michigan is a student run non-profit organization that 
is dedicated to raising financial support and awareness for the needs of pediatric rehabilitation 
programs by developing relationships between college students and participating families to 
raise funds in a creative and energetic manner throughout the year.  The money raised from 
the Dance Marathon at the University of Michigan goes to fund pediatric rehabilitation thera-
pies at Mott and Beaumont Children’s hospitals in Ann Arbor and Royal Oak respectively.  
There are over a thousand student dancers who all fundraise throughout the year and are split 
up into separate Pods and within those Pods they are a part of separate teams.  This format 
allows a large organization to have good leadership relations with each and every one of their 
members making it a rewarding experience for everyone.  Each team is paired up with a 
family who has a child that is impacted by the therapies that this organization raises funds for.  
 Circle K at the University of Michigan has participated in Dance Marathon before and 
continued to do so this year.  Several members of Circle K make up Team 7E (or Team Hakuna 
Matata as they liked to be called, going along with their Pod’s Disney theme).  The Circle K 
team has been fundraising through different creative methods throughout the year.  They have 
held multiple bake sales across campus during the day and night.  Team members are contin-
uously out bucketing around the city of Ann Arbor no matter what the weather may be; this 
winter might be cold enough for the University to call a snow day after over 30 years but not 
cold enough to keep Circle K from raising money for the kids.  Other methods through which 
the Circle K team has raised money were spaghetti dinners, restaurant nights, and by spread-
ing the word to family and friends.  Circle K would not be one of the top 10 fundraising teams 
without the generous contributions of family and friends.  
 The Circle K team has been paired up with the Proen family this year.  The Proens have 
been a part of Dance Marathon at the University of Michigan for several years and their 
daughter Katina has benefited from the therapies that are supported by the money raised by 
this organization.  Katina and her siblings, Ben and Sofia, are wonderful bursts of energy and 
the Circle K team has gotten close with them and the whole family through the many bonding 
events that Dance Marathon has held over the year.  From pumpkin carving around Halloween 
to a pajama party in the winter, the Circle K team has been very fortunate to be able to work 
and socialize with such a wonderful family.  
 The excitement levels are high at the Dance Marathon meetings for the Circle K team 
nowadays seeing as the actual Marathon is fast approaching.  On February 15th the actual 
Dance Marathon will occur where the dancers come together in the Indoor Track and Field 
Building to stand for 30 hours.  This event is a great way to wrap up an exciting year of fundrais-
ing and fun.  Standing for 30 hours demonstrates the perseverance and determination of the 
kids who overcome physical and mental challenges everyday living with their disability.  These 
30 hours will be filled with a wide array of activities that the dancers can partake in with their 
family and with their fellow dancers.  Standing for 30 hours may be a challenge for some but is 
no match for Team Hakuna Matata.  

~Ali Khalid (DMUM Captain)
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upcoming
service projects and socials

SWAP Knitting 
Mondays 7-9pm

Scarves with a Purpose, knits 
scarves, hats, blankets and more 
for people in need! This awesome 

student organization teaches 
other students how to knit and 
donates their creations to local 

shelters and other places in need.

Kiwanis Thrift Sale Sorting 
Thursdays 9am-12pm

Come help Ann Arbor Kiwanis sort 
out various donated goods to be 
recycled and sold during Satur-
day's sale, and have some fun 
getting to know the Ann Arbor 
Kiwanians while doing service!

Huron Valley Boys and 
Girls Club 

Tuesdays 4:10pm-6:50pm
We work with elementary and 

middle school students to devel-
op a passion for learning. Aside 
from playing educational apps, 

we will be floating around 
between the game room and the 
gym to play with the students.

MAC Therapeutic Riding 
Saturdays 8am-12:30pm
MAC offers horse riding lessons 

to those who are recovering from 
injury or who suffer from chron-
ic physical or emotional disabili-
ties. Come assist in the lessons 
(leading the horse, spotting the 
riders) and help the staff with 
work that needs to be done 
around the lesson times. 

Eyeglass Sorting for
 Most Ministries 

Tuesdays 9:30am-12:30pm
Each year, MOST Ministries pro-
vides recycled eyeglasses to 

people living in the developing 
nations around the world. Come 
help sort and pack these to be 
redistributed to those in need.

Skyzone Large Scale 
Social! 

February 22nd 
12:30-3:30pm

It is a warehouse, full of trampo-
lines! There is dodgeball, basket-
ball and a pit you can flip into! 
Come join in on the fun and 

make some new friends along the 
way! 
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This Spring Break, a group of 14 Circle K members will be traveling to Lake-
land, FL to work with the local chapter of Habitat for Humanity. Our group will 
spend four days working on building homes to be sold to families in need for 
an affordable price. Habitat for Humanity believes that every man, woman and 
child should have a decent, safe and affordable place to live. This organiza-
tion builds and repairs houses all over the world using volunteer labor and 
donations. The partner families purchase these houses through no-profit, 
no-interest mortgage loans or innovative financing methods. 

The ASB group has been working hard to fundraise for the trip. Our goal is to 
raise $3,000 by the end of February. Despite the cold weather, we have been 
bucketing, holding fundraisers, bake sales and getting creative with different 
ways to raise the money. Some of our recent and upcoming events include 
bake sales, dirt cup sales, a Pizza House fundraiser, Valentine’s gram sales, a 
spaghetti dinner and a euchre tournament. We’ve been extremely grateful to 
our family and friends who have supported our cause through donations and 
encouragement. 

Alternative Spring Break is much more than just a trip. We spend the weeks 
leading up to the trip getting to know each other better through our weekly 
meetings and numerous fundraising activities. Everyone has put in so much 
work for the trip and we’ve been able to bond tremendously already. Our 
common cause unites us, making it a group of very special people. We are 
very excited for every part of the trip; the 17 hour car ride, working on the 
build, daily reflections and learning more about how to be leaders in our 
every day lives.

~Nicole Potchen
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